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The Finger Lakes Region is already feeling 
the effects of climate change—from 
unpredictable weather and flooding to 
rising costs for farmers, homeowners, and 
businesses, along with growing threats to  
our lands, waters, and communities.  
 
Sustainable Finger Lakes (SFLX) is a nonprofit 
dedicated to building a thriving, resilient region 
through shared efforts to create social equity, 
ecological stewardship, and economic vitality. 
Since 2004, we have worked across 15 counties 
to unite people, businesses, and leaders in 
shaping a sustainable future that can withstand 
the challenges ahead. 

Through education and direct support, we have 
facilitated initiatives in energy efficiency, climate 
protection, green economy, food sufficiency, 
healthy infrastructure, and social justice. The 
organization plays a key role in supporting a 
growing regional movement: uniting citizen 
leaders, businesses, and community members—
from the Pennsylvania border to the Great 
Lakes—to build a future rooted in sustainable 
design and participatory democracy. 
 
Together, we have the opportunity to take bold, 
coordinated action that not only protects what 
we love today but also builds a stronger, more 
resilient future for generations to come. 

INTRODUCTION 
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CLIMATE PROTECTION 

Over the decades, Sustainable Finger Lakes has organized dozens of climate and clean energy educational 
and direct action events. We play a hands-on role making the transition to renewables accessible and 
affordable in our communities. 

The Clean Energy and Equity program was  
a NYSERDA-funded initiative enabling 28  
low-to-moderate income Tompkins County 
tenants to upgrade thermal envelopes and 
transition to heat pumps.
 
The Mobile Home Energy Upgrades project, 
funded by a Tompkins Community Recovery 
Fund grant, supported heat pump and 
envelope upgrades for 34 mobile homes, 
improving safety, comfort, and economic 
stability for vulnerable residents.

OUR WORK 

Our tenants were  
on board through  
the whole thing...
we’re really happy 
with the work.

- Lucy,
Property Owner

I like the fact that 
I’m not using 
fossil fuels.

- Ruth, 
Homeowner

FLCF provides a trusted way to turn carbon 
offsets into lasting community benefits. Fund 
donations become grants for low- to moderate-
income (LMI) household improvements such as 
insulation, heat pumps, solar panels, and other 
efficiency upgrades.

By reducing energy use and supporting 
renewables, these projects lower emissions and 
household energy costs.

Together with HeatSmart Tompkins, we combined 
our FLCF grants with additional NYSERDA funds 
to help pay for heat pumps for 68 LMI homes.

Cumulative Statistics

$208K raised

113 grants awarded 

900 donors

11,553 tons CO2 offset

Finger Lakes Climate Fund (FLCF) 
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The Neighborhood Mini-Grant (NMG) Program is designed 
to stimulate resident-based, grassroots initiatives in local 
communities that promote environmental stewardship,  
spark collaboration, and create leadership and civic 
engagement opportunities. 

Grants ranging $150-$750 help awardees pay for supplies 
and other expenses to bring their creative ideas to life. We work 
with applicants from concept to implementation and leverage 
our reach to promote their efforts throughout the region. 

The original program launched in Tompkins County in 2008 
and has issued over $100,000 in grants supporting 246 
local initiatives.   

 In September 2025, we proudly launched the Keuka/
Seneca Watershed chapter and awarded $2,995 total funds 
to 6 grant recipients.

SUPPORTING THE MOVEMENT

OUR WORK

Our work is by community, 
for community.  Throughout 
the region, local residents, 
neighborhood groups, and 
entrepreneurs are launching 
initiatives to improve our quality 
of life.  From seed funding to 
strategic advice and project 
support, Sustainable Finger 
Lakes works alongside local 
changemakers to help realize 
their vision. 

n  �Food
n  �Community 
n  �Environment
n  �Reuse 
n  �Transportation
n  �Energy

PROJECT CATEGORIES
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REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY MAP 

	  

 

Shop local. Support minority-owned businesses. 
Join a cause. Find an ally.  Our map connects site 
visitors with over 800 of the region’s environmental 
and social equity stewards; the businesses and 
organizations leading by example.  

GREEN TIPS

Small changes matter. In today’s busy world, our 
Green Tips provide simple and accessible ways 
community members can lighten their footprint 
through small shifts in daily choices such as energy, 
waste, transportation, food, household products, 
water protection, yard and garden care. 

IN THE NEWS 

Throughout the year, we dive deeper into  
regional sustainability activities and collaborations.  
Part education, part inspiration, our Signs of 
Sustainability articles shine a light on the 
personalities, partners, and policies at the heart of 
the sustainability movement.  Our team members 
are frequent contributors to regional newspapers, 
podcasts, and educational forums.  

OUR WORK

Throughout the Finger Lakes, people are working together to strengthen the local economy, protect 
our natural resources, and ensure that all can thrive in the face of change. Sustainable Finger Lakes 
provides a variety of year-round resources for residents and visitors, businesses and individuals, 
seeking to learn, connect, and support a more sustainable way of life. 

SUSTAINABLE LIVING  

SIGNS OF SUSTAINABILITY
Articles & Stories from around the Region
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• �Leadership and organizing efforts to block the
proposed Lansing AI data center with:

- Cayuga Lake Environmental Action Now
- �No Data Centers FLX
- �Ithaca DSA
- �Food and Water Watch
- �NYPIRG
- �NYS Fights Data Centers Alliance
- �Climate Can’t Wait

• �Multi-year collaborations to educate communities
on the causes of and solutions to combat harmful
algae blooms (HABs) in our lakes and streams with:

- Discover Cayuga Lake
- Cayuga Lake Watershed Network
- Finger Lakes Watershed Alliance
- Freshwater Futures

• �Grant writing workshop for climate
justice activists hosted in partnership with
WEACT for Environmental Justice.

• �The Finger Lakes Forecast webinar series
which brings policymakers, educators, and
activists together to learn from leading experts
about multiple impacts from climate disruption
and possible adaptation measures.●

• �Development of our SFLX Network Map
in partnership with Cornell University
Department of Global Development’s
Sustainability Project Lab to accelerate
partnerships and issue mobilization.

• �Our president serves on NYS 52nd District
Environmental Council and is a member of NYS
Climate Adaptation Practitioners Network.

OUR WORK

Organization and participation: two foundational strengths of a successful movement. By partnering 
with other groups, we broaden the support base and bring other skills and expertise into collective 
efforts to shift policy and illuminate alternatives.  Our most recent efforts include: 

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS FOR COLLECTIVE IMPACT  
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ON THE HORIZON
The climate crisis faces strong headwinds. Becoming a more resilient region amidst unprecedented political 
and economic uncertainties requires a new level of regional collaboration and coalition. More partnerships. 
Unified voices. Accelerated activity within communities and throughout the Finger Lakes. Sustainable 
Finger Lakes (SFLX) is expanding its reach and impact to combat the existing challenges we know and 
support our region for the unknowns on the horizon. 

In addition to continuing our existing programs and activities, our four-part expansion plan includes: 
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CLIMATE PROTECTION 

Finger Lakes Forecast 
webinars:  seven events 
currently planned for 2026, 
designed to raise awareness and 
mobilize action around regional 
challenges and opportunities 
including AI, wildfire risk, public 
health, climate migration, land 
use, economic resilience,  
and more. 

Our Climate Cafes supplement 
our webinar topics, bringing 
digital conversations into more 
intimate, in-depth, in-person 
conversations across the region. 

SUPPORTING THE MOVEMENT 

By Fall 2026, our Neighborhood 
Mini-Grant Program will serve 9 
central NY counties: expanding 

our flagship Tompkins chapter to 
serve as the  Cayuga/Owasco 
Watershed chapter, awarding 
a second wave of grants for 
our Keuka/Seneca Watershed 
chapter, and launching our Tioga/
Chemung River Basin chapter. 

SUSTAINABLE LIVING 

We are launching three new 
initiatives designed to engage 
community members and invite 
them into the sustainability 
conversation.

Our SFLX Library Tour introduces 
community members to locally-
relevant climate and social equity 
topics through fun, interactive, 
and educational materials 
designed for families. Materials 
tour regional libraries throughout 
the year.  

The Unsung Changemakers 
series in the Ithaca Times and 
regional newspapers celebrates 
the people who step up to protect 
the planet and improve community 
well-being and resilience.

The SFLX podcast is our new, 
on-demand forum for inspiring 
and engaging conversations with 
individuals and organizations 
committed to our region’s health 
and vitality. 

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS FOR 
COLLECTIVE IMPACT 

The launch of our SFLX Network 
Map using Kumu social network 
software, a collaborative tool, will 
accelerate our ability to identify, 
organize, and mobilize individuals 
and organizations around specific 
topics, threats, and opportunities.  
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We thank the many individuals and 
organizations who have supported us 
over the years, and share our vision for 
the work ahead.

We’re grateful for our staff, volunteer 
board of directors, and partners for their 
time and talents.

WE ALL PLAY A ROLE

Will you join us?  

Donate >

Join the Cause >

Contact Us >
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